


 LEADER: Why are you here? 

 ALL: I am seeking God with my whole heart, 

  with my entire mind,  

  with a fire burning in my bones. 

 LEADER: I see it! You’re in the right place! 

  This is God’s house. The door is open to you. 

 ALL: Why are you here? 

 LEADER: I am seeking God with my whole heart, 

  with my entire mind,  

  with a fire burning in my bones. 

 ALL: We see that in you! You’re in the right place. 

  This is God’s house. The door is open to you. 

 LEADER: Let us worship God. 

 ALL: Let us learn from the Spirit. 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail” ............................................................... 396 

We’re glad you’re here!

 

a place for you! 

 



Holy God,  

 We long to be lifelong learners.  

 We long to approach you with curiosity and an open mind.  

Instead, we often live as if we know best.  

 We forget that the disciples called you “Rabbi, Teacher.”  

Forgive us for the times when we fail to be curious. 

 Forgive us for the times when we assume we know best.  

Forgive us for the moments when we imagine  

 that our learning is done and that we have all the answers.  

Like Peter—who was brave enough to ask,  

 “How many times should we forgive?”—make us brave.  

Spark a desire in us to learn,  

 and may our curiosity carry our faith into deeper waters.  

With hope and humility we pray. Amen. 

Passing the Peace of Christ is a ritual as old as the New Testament. It is a time to recall that 
we are called to be one in the Body of Christ, rather than a time to greet friends. Traditionally, 
one will say “The peace of Christ be with you.” The customary response is “and also with you.” 



Psalter reading ........................... Psalm 119:9-16 ................................ Page 535 

The ordinances of God are not presented as a strict set of rules and regulations in this Psalm, 
but a way of life or approach to being that brings one closer to God. 

Gospel reading ....................... Matthew 18:15-22 ................................. Page 19 

Jesus spends his time teaching his disciples how to disagree and, more importantly, how to 
reconcile. Peter is humble and open to learning, even if he’s surprised by the lesson. 

 
Children of all ages are welcome to come, with or without a parent, to the front of the church  
to join in a time of learning and prayer especially for kids. 

 Rev. Alex Molozaiy 

“Love Your Neighbor and Forgive” tune: Go to Dark Gethsemane 

1. “Love your neighbor and forgive” 

 Words so simple yet so hard 

 We have wounds because we’ve lived 

 Calluses enfold our hearts 

 Jesus reaches out to touch 

 Wounds and hearts that hold too much 

2. Sounds of bombs and bullets ring 

 War is all we’ve ever known 

 Pacifists are framed as weak 

 We rely on might alone 

 Jesus paves the paths of peace 

 Even as the threats increase 

3. Love is risky, peace is faint 

 And forgiveness feels naïve 

 All are sinners, all are saints 

 And we all God’s grace receive 

 So we follow mercy’s way 

 Softening our hearts to grace 
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 LEADER: We believe that questions are a building block of faith. 

 ALL: “How many times should I forgive?” 

  “Jesus, where are you going?” 

  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 LEADER: We believe that humble curiosity can open our eyes. 

 ALL: “Where does it hurt?” 

  “What do you need?” 

  “How can I help?” 

 LEADER: We believe that God is a teacher.  

 ALL: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”  

  “Here I am.” 

  “Send me.” 

 LEADER: We believe that faith invites our whole being to engage, 

 ALL: with all our heart, 

  with all our mind,  

  with all our strength.  

 LEADER: We believe. Help our unbelief. 

 ALL: In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Anyone who wishes may share the name of a person or group in need of prayer. 

Please use “sins” and “those who sin against us.” 



We dedicate these offerings to the proclamation of your Word, 

 the teaching of your ways, and the living of your will for all creation. 

We reach out with joy and gladness to offer your love to the world. 

May these gifts enable the sharing of your presence with many who  

 have not experienced your reconciling and healing love. 

In covenant with you, we share the joys and obligations of ministry 

 for we follow in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus 

 and offer everything, even this prayer, in his name. Amen. 

“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” ............................................................ 498 

 

You may exit the sanctuary at your leisure after the candles are extinguished and the acolyte 
has returned up the main aisle. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
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Live links to the Zoom meetings listed are available on our website at communityprotestant.org/calendar 
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